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Elements of transcription and transcription errors
There are four elements of transcription. These are superscription, subscription, inscription, and signature. The superscription is the heading denoted by the symbol R or Rx, which means to take. The inscription contains the names and qualities of the ingredients. The subscription includes the directions for compounding the drug, while the signature gives the directions to be marked on the container. The signature is often preceded by the sign s (sigma). For example, QD means once a day, (TID) means three times a day, while (QID) is four times a day. 
An APRN can protect his/her Drug Enforcement Administration number (DEA) number by locking up prescription pads because they contain the DEA number. Another way to protect DEA numbers is by using pads with watermarks because it is difficult to replicate them. Barton Law and other legal professionals also advise APRNs to check their credit report for unusual behavior under their name. This way, they will be able to know whether their DEA numbers have been compromised. If the DEA number is compromised, personal data like your name is also affected.  
The most common prescription-writing errors are unauthorized drugs prescription, omission, wrong diagnosis, illegibility, wrong frequency, wrong timing, wrong dose, administration errors (incorrect route of administration, giving a drug to the wrong patient), monitoring error (e.g., Failing to take into account patient liver) and compliance errors (Hodgkinson et al., 2006). Other recommendations include specifying the drug's indication because many drugs have multiple uses, increasing the potential for complications, and choosing the appropriate drug for the patient population.  
 All these errors can be prevented by proper diagnosis and cross-checking and clarifying with senior staff. Another way of avoiding such errors is by adopting a reporting system where the staff is encouraged to report the errors without repercussions (Brennan & Mattick, 2013). 
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